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Motel, where Martin Luther King Jr. was 
shot (now the National Civil Rights Mu-
seum). The course offers big views of the 
mighty Mississippi and winds through 
some of the city’s oldest neighborhoods, 
enclaves of oaks and 1920s-era bunga-
lows, and the lush Overton Park, which 
houses the zoo and art museum. Each 
mile is anchored by music and spirit sta-
tions, and runners get to feel like all-
stars as they finish in the minor-league 
baseball stadium filled with cheering 
spectators. stjudemarathon.org

Getting in  rhythm
The rolling course offers a tour of

some renowned music landmarks. 
For more events, go to runnersworld.com and click on “Races & Places.” Race  
Directors: Please enter your race results at runnersworld.com/racedirectors.

Runners get personalized 
bibs and free photos, and at 
a postrace lasagna dinner, an 
open mike to share their race 
stories. runrocketcity.com

 14  Jingle All The  
Way 10-K

Washington, D.C.
3,000 Runners
Why run it? 
For sounds of the season. All 
runners get bells to jingle all 
the way to the finish. The out-
and-back route goes through 
West Potomac Park and 
offers views of monuments 
nearby. Afterward, there’s a 
sing-along. runwashington.
com/other/jaw10klist.html

on it for this event. At the fin-
ish in the historic downtown, 
dine on Brunswick Stew, a 
southern tradition. savannah 
visit.com/bridge-run.asp

 13  Trail of Lights 5-K
Austin, Texas

6,500  Runners
Why run it? 
To see the holiday lights.
This nighttime race lets run-
ners preview the illumination 
of Zilker Park. The twinkling 
expanse opens as soon as 
runners hit the trail. The race 
finishes at the 155-foot Zilker 
Tree, where candy canes and 
hot chocolate are served. 
ci.austin.tx.us/tol/5k.htm

 13  Rocket City 
Marathon 

Huntsville, Alabama
1,500 Runners
Why run it? 
To blast through your PR.
This flat course is a hot spot 
for anyone seeking fast fin-
ishes and a hometown feel. 

runners can cozy up to an 
open fire. dinoseries.com

6  Enmark Savannah 
River Bridge Run

10-K, 5-K
Savannah, Georgia
4,000 runners
Why run it? 
For an awesome view.
The Talmadge Memorial 
Bridge rises 196 feet above 
the Savannah River and offers 
sweeping views of the city, 
but foot traffic is only allowed 

40% of the Runners in the 2007 rocket city marathon finished under four hours. 14% of the pack Qualified for Boston.

Calendar

 T 
he racing scene is jammed 
with imitation Elvises, but only 
the St. Jude Memphis Marathon 

and Half rolls through the land where 
the genuine legends of rock, soul, and 
the blues were born. “It’s packed with 
history,” says RW Chief Running Officer 
Bart Yasso. The route includes two trips 
down Beale Street’s renowned strip of 
blues and barbecue joints, and passes 
Sun Studio, where the King and greats 
like Johnny Cash recorded their first 
tracks. Runners also pass the Lorraine 

DECember

  6  Tecumseh Trail 
Marathon  

Bloomington, Indiana
600 Runners
Why run it? 
For an off-road adventure.
The course winds through bar-
ren maples and sycamores of 
two state forests, offering a 
quiet escape from the season. 
The point-to-point route is a 
roller coaster of rocky, rooty, 
trails. At the postrace party, 

St. Jude Memphis Marathon
 Memphis, Tennessee December 6

Race of the Month
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